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Overview

Another option for backing up your databases is to use "File" backups. This allows you to backup each file
independently instead of having to backup the entire database. This is only relevant when you have created
multiple data files for your database. One reason for this type of backup is if you have a very large files and
need to back them up individually. For the most part you probably only have one data file, so this is option is
not relevant.

Explanation

As mentioned above you can back up each data file individually. If you have a very large database and have
large data files this option may be relevant.

A file backup can be completed either using T-SQL or by using SSMS. The following examples show you
how to create a transaction log backup.
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Create a file backup of the TestBackup database

For this example | created a new database called TestBackup that has two data files and one log file. The
two data files are called 'TestBackup' and 'TestBackup2'. The code below shows how to backup each file
separately.

T-SQL

BACKUP DATABASE TestBackup FILE = 'TestBackup'
TO DISK = 'C:\TestBackup_TestBackup.FIL'
GO

BACKUP DATABASE TestBackup FILE = 'TestBackup2'

TO DISK = 'C:\TestBackup_TestBackup2.FIL'
GO

SQL Server Management Studio

¢ Right click on the database name

Select Tasks > Backup

Select either "Full" or "Differential" as the backup type

Select "Files and filegroups"
Select the appropriate file and click "OK"
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o Select "Disk" as the destination
¢ Click on "Add..." to add a backup file and type "C:\TestBackup_TestBackup.FIL" and click "OK"
¢ Click "OK" again to create the backup and repeat for other files



¥ Back Up Database - TestBackup

Selectapage
12 General
A Options

: ;EScript b Help

Source
[ratabase: | TestBackup w |
Recovery model: |!'!.|' | |
Backup lype: | Full w |

Backup component:

() Databaze

(%) Files and filegroups: |[PFI|MAHY.TE@lEla1:kup]

Backup zet

Mame: ﬁestEl ackup-Full File Backup

Dezcription: |

Backup zet will expire:

(3 After; ID + | days
b O On [ 2n2/2009 |
Server: Diestination
EDGEWOOD-MNE3 ; :
. Back up to: =) Disk [ ape
Conrection:
EDGEwWO0D-MNE3NGRobidous C:hTestBackup_TestBackup. FIL Add...
A4 View connection poperties
Contents
/ Scrpting completed
@ successfully.
| ok || Cancel
<< Previous Next >>

More SQL Server Solutions

a Fionitor

Get your free
ROI calculation



https://www.mssqltips.com/sqlservertutorial/9/sql-server-differential-backups/
https://www.mssqltips.com/sqlservertutorial/17/sql-server-filegroup-backups/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsum7LpXPo0BX1I3023DFgjKoGU6sVTjgJRFGBnOYC3IC1-nUR6AD1iyQ366PPFXZj_75FXtEUxqBUg1j7jf_9gTWNi7PFLCayoW-ncV3eISOhrMymfn-YDzaWvWrV3pdRdGOKS05t16ZLoDbKgJsbht-0jxzKeFkrTUd4_1GaojFwcDEkigjD4F3pnvyvgoFndeY4PfX5EAqC2JFwHStZcm3vTmPnNKiKmDTU_w1RdcAbHSHWRO-gU&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOvTJb7ZxMkX&adurl=https://www.red-gate.com/products/dba/sql-monitor/roi-calculator%3Futm_source%3Dmssql%26utm_medium%3Ddisplayad%26utm_content%3Droi_sqlmon%26utm_campaign%3Dsqlmonitor%26utm_term%3Dbuttonad-26055

SQL Server
Performance
Tuning Tutorial

FREE
SQL Server
Webcasts

Live and On-demand

Post a comment or let the author know this tip helped.

All comments are reviewed, so stay on subject or we may delete your comment. Note: your email address
is not published. Required fields are marked with an asterisk (*).

*Name *Email Notify for
updates ¥
B / i E E E @

** NOTE *** - If you want to include code from SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) in your post, please copy the code from SSMS and paste the
code into a text editor like NotePad before copying the code below to remove the SSMS formatting.
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