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SQL Server Simple Recovery Model
 

By: Greg Robidoux

Overview
The "Simple" recovery model does what it implies, it gives you a simple backup that can be used to replace

your entire database in the event of a failure or if you have the need to restore your database to another

server.  With this recovery model you have the ability to do complete backups (an entire copy) or differential

backups (any changes since the last complete backup).  With this recovery model you are exposed to any

failures since the last backup completed.  

Explanation
The "Simple" recovery model is the most basic recovery model for SQL Server.  Every transaction is still

written to the transaction log, but once the transaction is complete and the data has been written to the data

file the space that was used in the transaction log file is now re-usable by new transactions.  Since this

space is reused there is not the ability to do a point in time recovery, therefore the most recent restore point

will either be the complete backup or the latest differential backup that was completed.  Also, since the space
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in the transaction log can be reused, the transaction log will not grow forever as was mentioned in the "Full"

recovery model.

Here are some reasons why you may choose this recovery model:

Your data is not critical and can easily be recreated

The database is only used for test or development

Data is static and does not change

Losing any or all transactions since the last backup is not a problem

Data is derived and can easily be recreated

Type of backups you can run when the data is in the "Simple" recovery model:

Complete backups

Differential backups

File and/or Filegroup backups

Partial backups

Copy-Only backups

Set simple recovery model using T-SQL
ALTER DATABASE dbName SET RECOVERY recoveryOption 

GO 

Example: change AdventureWorks database to "Simple" recovery model

ALTER DATABASE AdventureWorks SET RECOVERY SIMPLE 

GO 

Set simple recovery model using Management Studio
Right click on database name and select Properties

Go to the Options page

Under Recovery model select "Simple"

Click "OK" to save



Post a comment or let the author know this tip helped.
All comments are reviewed, so stay on subject or we may delete your comment. Note: your email address

is not published. Required fields are marked with an asterisk (*).

*Name    *Email    Notify for
updates 

 

<< Previous Next >>

More SQL Server Solutions

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

        

https://www.mssqltips.com/sqlservertutorial/3/sql-server-full-recovery-model/
https://www.mssqltips.com/sqlservertutorial/5/sql-server-bulklogged-recovery-model/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstjfLj9fUdKQCwDnDicZOenHEX3nZtIKtHz3CwUc32AdzCaqxrgEEoN8kZM1zrp5WMY6xlJqaDbN2PolYi3owwvEJBR4e45IOtnVPq0lF3J2ua8cBU-DqngUc1YGTikw8E9bSY7uQ5n8x86yvt7SxHoxQw5b7Aj9zkz06kHxwWUoF2RRbEOXcnQKeGfevkeJK7pa0WafuoGjvIC1lalhftx3iIXEz9iRu20RsKcVsPa3DELNtNNU7k&sig=Cg0ArKJSzH-TrhP8YsFQ&adurl=http://www.idera.com/ppc/sql-server/sql-diagnostic-manager/sql-monitoring%3Futm_source%3Dmssqltips%26utm_medium%3Dadvertising
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuVnlFJ5wgIUXLAcSCakSO7ZqDdmC_0vJunLx3fEqmT7hS4rkmnbNX9Oo481xAyA0emZaG90SWCvcwcUFdNX_s35dKmnn7ZG7d8-F2VRG-lcjLtDcHuJTjHPTCgLEAGbGmALMsTpo7bz6oak3RQE7k9dyXhJOb6ZxFHNJn27fHAXK16PNoSsYHOVDVraXo6ZLxRLSle6ZnW5eATpxNW3KY5_cENtnsCJe1TUejcj3vBsP5lXrhxnW0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLY5WvC1JIaB&adurl=https://www.red-gate.com/products/dba/sql-monitor/roi-calculator%3Futm_source%3Dmssql%26utm_medium%3Ddisplayad%26utm_content%3Droi_sqlmon%26utm_campaign%3Dsqlmonitor%26utm_term%3Dbuttonad-26049
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssnHVsZIfR7eIwgFT6OWL0ZtcnrOhfzr374IMv7QqhpnnSf-NrsqNqyOOcPtUnaNv1zxsFOx_VF1BiO3wBUmbglafl7C7XDkPmtKkmmd-ERSfqR596sAXwvpGeu6M4nQ3_tXqb3nmBOtdqfAkQgRBvXHVH-q9U84lZAFaPcvMqk3kBANz_VriIYwnbDhHR42ZGjKSanmQtxjYgqfxeB4GnEKfY5dft5ups3c3etTDgQUQGULjX0RQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKxDnTzo6_D3&adurl=https://www.mssqltips.com/get-free-sql-server-tips/%3Fref%3D17090
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstCyOUmkqMP-ELx1olPyZsg08AL5DUzDIFVe58DXotuJcnedAHJHQOjow8Eko8LrBD03Pxs2dAzLFUFu67Tv6a2mnBiNPPysvPNMuBdVcnYV1gJ0r7ZzGV9YekQYGCvD_8xIb5y3l3ZkScZJ1MH2gXjChgGpGn392EKq049UlrWf0Ct8sxEhpvRusDI5jGCx6bzG6R-J35EqFq3Po8VLS2HkKeuGM6rGDsstArStqwmyavjAza0ZA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOdTK-3fzMvu&adurl=https://www.mssqltips.com/sqlservertutorial/276/sql-server-performance-tuning-and-monitoring-tutorial/


Send me SQL tips:  

I'm not a robot
reCAPTCHA
Privacy - Terms

    Save Comment

Monday, January 15, 2018 - 11:05:45 AM - PM Back To Top

 

 I have a database set to simple recovery.  The autogrowth for the log is the default of 10%   If I run the disk

usage report I can see that the autogrowth and autoshrink is happeing constantly for the log file, every few

seconds.  ,  The data file is 5.8gb

I am just not sure what to set the auto growth to. I know it is too small but would love a recommendation for

what this should be set to.

Thank you

Monday, January 01, 2018 - 9:59:50 PM - IG Q Back To Top

Is there an instance that a database recovery will change to SIMPLE automatically?

I changed my db recovery to FULL but when my maintenance plan got an error, i found out that the

recovery that i set to FULL is now back to SIMPLE.

 

  

  

*** NOTE *** - If you want to include code from SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) in your post, please copy the code from SSMS and paste the 
code into a text editor like NotePad before copying the code below to remove the SSMS formatting.
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 I was searching for a precise and to the point information regarding backups and recovery model. this is

just perfect. thank you so much!

 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 - 2:40:20 AM - Riddhav Back To Top

can you please help me to make script to set all databases recovery model to simple mode and also purge

the log files 
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