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SQL Server Indexing Best
Practices: Stairway to SQL
Server Indexes Level 15

By David Durant, 2012/03/28

The Series

This article is part of the Stairway Series: Stairway to SQL Server
Indexes

Indexes are fundamental to database design, and tell the
developer using the database a great deal about the intentions of
the designer. Unfortunately indexes are too often added as an
afterthought when performance issues appear. Here at last is a
simple series of articles that should bring any database
professional rapidly ‘up to speed' with them

In this article we make recommendations: fourteen guidelines
drawn from information presented throughout this Stairway.
These guidelines will help you create the best indexing scheme
for your database.

The format was taken from Framework Design Guidelines;
Krzysztof Cwalina and Brad Abrams’ excellent work on standards
for .Net application development, published by Addison Wesley.
Each recommendation is specified by the word(s) do, consider,
avoid, and do not, which have the following meanings.

¢ Do: guidelines should always be followed.

e Consider: guidelines should generally be followed; but if you
fully understand both the reason behind the guideline and your
reason for not following it; then you should feel free to deviate
from the guideline.

¢ Avoid: is the opposite of consider. In general the guidelines
suggest something that should not be done, but if you
completely understand why it should not be done, and you
understand your reason for doing it anyway; then do it.

¢ Do not is the stronger version of avoid, and indicates
something that should never be done. Like do guidelines, do
not guidelines should always be followed.
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